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CHAPTER 30

THE GROWTH OF THE EMPIRE IN THE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.   WILLIAM PITT

The middle of the eighteenth century was filled by
three great wars, in which Britain took part.   These are The wars
the War of the Austrian Succession (1739-48), the Seven Eighteenth
Years' War (1756-63), and the American War (1775-83). Ccntury*
On the other side there fought in the first war France,
Spain, Prussia, Bavaria;   in the second, France, Spain,
Austria, Russia, Saxony;   in the third, France, Spain,
Holland,  and our revolted American colonies.     This
variety  of enemies seems to point to Britain's being
unusually quarrelsome.   What is the cause of this com-
bativeness ?

The answer is given by two facts.   In the first place,
the kings of Britain were also rulers of Hanover, and this A Pro-
possession entangled us in every war that went on in struggle
Germany.  But the second is more important. We notice
that France and Spain fought against us in all the wars.
Here is the true explanation.   Britain was really carrying
on the long struggle with France which had begun with
William III, the object of which was colonial.  Spain was
also a great colonial power, and became involved since.
she was the ally of France, having a king of the same
Bourbon family.   The other powers were drawn in also
as allies of France, which was engaged in great schemes
of conquest in Europe.  Thus Britain, to aid her plans of
mastering the French in America and India, joined in
against France in the European wars.

Thus, in following the story of the growth of the
British empire during this time, we may neglect what